Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BELGRA 02104 031640Z 

73 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAJ-01 IO-14 DRC-01 /116W 

023408 

R 031602Z MAY 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9248 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMCONSUL TRIESTE 
AMCONSUL ZAGREB 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BELGRADE 2104 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR YO IT US 
SUBJECT: TRIESTE DISPUTE 

REF: TRIESTE 0032 AND PREVIOUS 

1. THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS IN RECENT PRESS PLAY 
HERE THAT YUGOSLAVS MAY BE EASING UP A BIT ON THEIR 
PUBLIC CAMPAIGN OF ATTACKS ON THE GOI FOR ITS HANDLING 
OF THE TRIESTE FLARE-UP. WHILE REPORTS ARE STILL BEING 
PRINTED ABOUT WORKER RALLIES VOWING TO DEFEND YUGOSLAV 
TERRITORY IN THE EVENT OF ANY ENCROACHMENTS, THE FOCUS 
OF ANTI-ITALIAN STATEMENTS IN LOCAL MEDIA APPEAR TO 
HAVE SHIFTED TO CONDEMNATION OF ALMIRANTE AND "IRREDENTIST" 
AND "NEO-FASCIST" ELEMENT IN TRIESTE AND AWAY FROM 
STRIDENT ATTACKS ON THE RUMOR GOVERNMENT OF THE LAST 
FEW WEEKS. THIS MAY BE, IN PART, REACTION TO SLOVENE 
SCHOOL ATTACK APRIL 27 IN TRIESTE, WHICH MAY WELL HAVE 
BROUGHT HOME TO YUGOSLAVS SERIOUSNESS OF DOMESTIC DIFFICUL- 
TIES FACING ROME AND THAT THEREFORE SOME COOLING OF RHETORIC 
MAY NOW BE HELPFUL TO ALLOW ITALIANS TIME TO WORK OUT DOMESTIC 
PROBLEMS BEFORE PROGRESS CAN BE MADE ON BORDER QUESTION. 
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2. ALL THIS UNDERSCORED BY TANJUG COMMENT PUBLISHED 
MAY 3 IN REACTION TO ITALIAN FONMIN STATEMENT CONDEMNING 
SCHOOL ATTACK. TANJUG ASSESSES STATEMENT AS "POSITIVE" 

AND HOPES THAT "IMMEDIATE STEPS WILL BE TAKEN AGAINST 
THE PERPETRATORS". GOI, HOWEVER, WAS FAULTED FOR FAILING 
TO "PUNISH" ALMIRANTE FOR REMARKS MADE IN APRIL 18 
SPEECH (TRIESTE 0031). 

3. IN RECENT TV INTERVIEW LCY SECRETARY STANE DOLANC 
TERMED ALMIRANTE SPEECH "SIMILAR TO THOSE OF HITLER AND 
MUSSOLINI" AND WENT ON TO CLAIM "PRACTICALLY THE WHOLE 
WORLD" HAS CONDEMNED ITALIAN POSITION. "IN FRANCE, BRITAIN 
AND IN AMERICA VOICES CAN BE HEARD CONDEMNING ITALIAN 
PRETENSIONS TWOARDS YUGOSLAVIA, BECAUSE THEY KNOW THAT 
THESE ARE NOT ONLY PRETENSIONS AGAINST YUGOSLAVIA, BUT 
ALSO AN ATTACK ON PEACE IN EUROPE", DOLANC SAID. 

4. EARLIER IN INTERVIEW DOLANC WAS ASKED WHAT HE THOUGHT 
OF RECENT US-ITALIAN "PRESSURES" RE TRIESTE (I.E., DARK 
IMAGE NATO EXERCISES) AND IN RESPONSE AVOIDED ANY MENTION 
OF US INVOLVEMENT AT ALL. LATTER EXCHANGE NOT PRINTED 

IN PRESS ACCOUNTS. 

5. COMMENT: WHILE THERE APPEARS TO BE CURRENT LULL IN GOY 
POLEMICS, HANDLING OF SLOVENE MINORITY QUESTION WILL BE WATCHED 
CLOSELY IN BELGRADE AND IF SIGNS OF PROGRESS ARE NOT SEEN SOON, 

TRIESTE DISPUTE COULD BOIL TO HIGH PITCH AGAIN. 
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